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summary

The one-day international human rights conference “Towards a European Roadmap for LGBT Equa-

lity” will be organized in the framework of the Baltic Pride 2013 events on 26 July 2013. This is a unique 

chance for us to have a look at the progress of LGBT* rights across Europe and assess the work that 

is still to be done to ensure that EU citizenship rights are followed. The conference will address the 

following issues:

 

(1) Sharing the best practices in the field of LGBT* inclusion; 

(2)  Challenges faced by the Baltic States (i.e. Lithuania, Latvia and Estonia) and the European 

countries in incorporating the LGBT* dimension in policy development processes;

(3) Monitoring implementation of the Committee of Ministers’ Recommendation on LGBT* 

rights;

(4) EU roadmap for LGBT* equality.

This conference occurs at the same time as the European Commission’s 2013 European Year of Citi-

zens. The timing of the event will also coincide with Lithuania’s EU presidency and the 20th anni-

versary of decriminalization of homosexuality in Lithuania. This conference will provide us with an 

opportunity not only to discuss LGBT* issues on the national and regional (i.e. Baltic region) levels, 

but also to position these issues in the broader European context.

The list of speakers is as follows (in alphabetical order): Nicolas J. Beger (Director of Amnesty Inter-

national European Institutions Office), Audrius Bitinas (Vice-Minister of Social Security and Labor 

of the Republic of Lithuania), Aušrinė Burneikienė (Equal Opportunities Ombudsperson, Lithua-

nia), Ioannis Dimitrakopoulos (the Head of the Equality and Citizen’s Rights Department within 

the EU Agency for Fundamental Rights), Leonidas Donskis (Member of European Parliament from 

Lithuania), Anne Gaspard (EQUINET - European Network of Equality Bodies), Ulrike Lunacek 

(European Parliament), Stuart Milk (Harvey Milk Foundation), Nils Muižnieks, (Council of Eu-

rope Commissioner for Human Rights), Birgitta Ohlsson (Minister for European Union Affairs, 

Sweden), Marija Aušrinė Pavilionienė (Member of the Lithuanian Parliament), Ingrid Pelss-

ers (Flemish Government Emancipation Officer), Marco Perolini (Researcher on discrimination, 

Amnesty International), Björn van Roozendaal (ILGA-Europe), Jolanta Samuolytė (Mykolas 

Romeris University), Mari-Liis Sepper (Gender Equality and Equal Treatment Commissioner, Es-

tonia), Pascal Smet (Flemish Minister for Education, Youth, Equal Opportunities and Brussels Af-

fairs), Helen Talalaev (Estonian LGBT Association), Leif Arne Ulland (Ambassador of Norway to 

Lithuania) and Kaspars Zalitis (MOZAIKA, Latvia). 

The official languages of the conference are English and Lithuanian (i.e. synchronized translation).

NGO event under the Lithuanian Presidency of the Council of the EU.
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ConferenCe program

26 July 2013

09:00 – 09:45 Conference registration and reception 
coffee

Opening Remarks

Greetings from Audrius Bitinas, Vice-Minister 
for Social Security and Labor of the Republic of 
Lithuania

Greetings from Leif Arne Ulland, Ambassador of 
Norway to Lithuania  
Video Greetings from Nils Muižnieks, 
Commissioner for Human Rights, and Pascal 
Smet, Flemish Minister for Education, Youth, Equal 
Opportunities and Brussels Affairs
Keynote speeches by Birgitta Ohlsson, Swedish 
Minister for European Union Affairs, and Stuart 
Milk, Harvey Milk Foundation 

10:00-10:45

SHARING THE BEST PRACTICES IN THE fIELD Of
 LGBT* INCLUSION 

Fighting for human rights and seeking to ensure LGBT* rights using the same measures as those used 
to ensure the rights of other groups and individuals, sharing the good practices and experiences, and 
strengthening cooperation between governmental and non-governmental organizations are parti-
cularly important. The Baltic States as the new EU Member States have a unique opportunity to take 
over the multidimensional experience from the other European societies in fostering equality, main-
taining diversity and stimulating respect for individual differences. What can be learned?   

10:45 – 12:00 1st Plenary Session

Moderator:  Mari-Liis Sepper (Gender 
Equality and Equal Treatment Commissioner, 
Estonia)  
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10:45 – 10:50  Introduction by Mari-Liis 
Sepper

10:50 – 11:15  Anne Gaspard (Executive 
Director, EQUINET – European Network of 
Equality Bodies): Work and potential of national 
equality bodies across Europe to support 
effective LGBT equality and inclusion

11:15 – 11:40  IIngrid Pelssers (Flemish 
Government Emancipation Officer): Integration 
of LGBT dimension in the State’s administration

Discussion and comments from Aušrinė 
Burneikienė, Equal Opportunities 
Ombudsperson, Lithuania

12:00 – 13:00 Lunch 

CHALLENGES fACED By THE BALTIC STATES AND EUROPEAN 
COUNTRIES IN fOSTERING LGBT* EqUALITy

 
Discrimination on the grounds of sexual orientation and gender identity arising from various pho-
bias remains a large problem in the Baltic societies. As a result, changes occur at a slower pace than 
previously expected. An increasing trend of hate speech and hate motivated incidents is particularly 
noticeable in the new EU Member States, inter alia, in Lithuania, Latvia and Estonia. Even though the 
Baltic States as member states of the EU and other international organizations generally demonstra-
te their approval of European human rights policy, there is a lack of political will to implement consis-
tently what has already been adopted and declared on the international level. What kind of challenges 
do the Baltic States and other European societies encounter in fostering the LGBT* equality? 

13:00 – 14:00 2nd Plenary Session
 
Moderator:  Nicolas Beger (Director of 
Amnesty International European Institutions 
Office) 
 
13:00 – 13:15  Marco Perolini (Amnesty 
International’s expert on discrimination): The 
overview of the situation of LGBT* people in 
Europe



InternatIonal Human rIgHts ConferenCe programme     5     

13:15 – 13:30  Kaspars Zalitis (MOZAIKA): 
LGBT* situation in Latvia

13:30 – 13:45  Helen Talalaev (Estonian LGBT 
Association): LGBT* situation in Estonia 

Discussion

MONITORING IMPLEMENTATION Of THE COMMITTEE Of 
MINISTERS’ RECOMMENDATION ON LGBT* RIGHTS 

In March 2010 the 47 Member States of the Council of Europe agreed to take a broad range of mea-
sures to combat sexual orienta tion and gender identity discrimination. These measures are set out in 
a Council of Europe Recommendation, which is the world’s first comprehensive intergovernmental 
agreement on the rights of LGBT* people. There will be an important milestone in 2013 when the 
Council of Europe will review progress by member states in implementing the Recommendation. Ho-
wever, given the extensive nature of the re quirements, it is likely that in a number of member states 
many years will be needed to complete all the measures. What implications does this Recommenda-
tion bear on the European level? How does the process of implementing this Recommendation look 
like in Lithuania?

3rd Plenary Session 
 
Moderator:  Nicolas Beger (Director of 
Amnesty International European Institutions 
Office) 

14:00 – 14:15  Björn van Roozendaal (ILGA-
Europe): The review progress by the Member 
States in implementing the Recommendation 

14:15 – 14:30 Jolanta Samuolytė 
(Mykolas Romeris University): Reporting on the 
implementation of the Recommendation in 
Lithuania

Discussion

14:00 – 14:45

14:45 – 15:15 Coffee 
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final Remarks by Marija Aušrinė 
Pavilionienė

EU ROADMAP fOR LGBT* EqUALITy

European Parliament released a study on a potential EU roadmap for LGBT* equality. Such an EU 
action plan would draw together new laws and policies to strengthen equality and non-discrimination 
for LGBT* people in the EU. The research was requested by the European Parliament’s Committee on 
Civil Liberties, Justice and Home Affairs. Roadmaps are policy documents that summarise and plan 
EU action on a given topic over several years. What kind of impact these developments might have 
on national policies?  

15:15 – 16:00 4th Plenary Session

Moderator:  Marija Aušrinė Pavilionienė 
(Member of Parliament, Lithuania) 

15:00 – 15:05  Marija Aušrinė Pavilionienė 
(Member of Parliament, Lithuania) 

15:05 – 15:20  Ioannis Dimitrakopoulos 
(the Head of the Equality and Citizen’s 
Rights Department within the EU Agency for 
Fundamental Rights): The results of the EU 
Fundamental Rights Agency LGBT Survey 
regarding Lithuania

15:20 – 15:35  Ulrike Lunacek (Ulrike Lunacek 
MEP, Vice-President of the Greens/EFA and Co-
President of the EP`s LGBT intergroup): The 
European Parliament and the LGBT Roadmap

15:35 – 15:50  Leonidas Donskis (Member of 
European Parliament) 

Discussion/Concluding Observations 

16:00



InternatIonal Human rIgHts ConferenCe programme     7     

speaKers:

NICOLAS J. BEGER

Director of Amnesty International European Institutions Office
www.amnesty.eu 

Nicolas Jonathan Beger is the director of the Amnesty International European 
Institutions Office specializing in EU human rights policy inside the EU and 
globally. He was previously the director of the European Peacebuilding Liaison 
Office (EPLO), working in the area of EU conflict prevention and peacebuilding 
policies. Before EPLO he worked for the EU Civil Society Contact Group. Nicolas 
also has a background in anti-discrimination policy, conflict prevention, and 
gender, as well as professional training and mediation qualifications. He has held 
teaching posts in different universities before moving to the European NGO 
sector. He holds a BA (hons) and a MA from the University of Canterbury New 
Zealand and a PhD from the Universiteit van Amsterdam (Amsterdam School of 
Cultural Analysis).

AUDRIUS BITINAS

Vice-Minister of Social Security and Labor of the Republic of Lithuania
http://www.socmin.lt/

Audrius Bitinas is Vice-Minister of Social Security and Labor of the Republic of 
Lithuania since 2011. In the Ministry he supervises the following areas: social 
security, pensions and state welfare benefits, labor relations, wages, occupational 
safety and health, employment, gender equality, youth affairs, legal issues and 
public relations. Audrius Bitinas is a lawyer, a professor at the Department of 
Labor Law & Social Security in the Faculty of Law in Mykolas Riomeris University 
(MRU) and a member of the Lithuania-France Association. The speaker has 
published a number of publications on social security law and pension reform. 

AUšRINė BURNEIKIENė

The Equal Opportunities Ombudsperson, Lithuania
http://www.lygybe.lt 

The Equal Opportunities Ombudsperson Aušrinė Burneikienė is the foremost 
authority of the legal system as well as non-discrimination and equal rights 
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regulations and implementation in Lithuania. She has been holding the office 
since 1999 when she was appointed Women and Men Equal Opportunities 
Ombudsperson. Having more than 10 years’ experience in the Ombudsperson’s 
position she has served as expert in various committees and projects on the 
national and European level. Adopted in 2005, the Law on Equal Treatment 
considerably expanded the area of activities of the Ombudsperson. On 31 October 
2012 the Board of Seimas of the Republic of Lithuania adopted a resolution 
appointing Aušrinė Burneikienė to temporarily substitute the Lithuanian 
Ombudsperson for Children’s Rights.

IOANNIS DIMITRAKOPOULOS

Head of Equality and Citizens’ Rights Department of European Union Agency 
for fundamental Rights
www.fra.europa.eu  

Ioannis Dimitrakopoulos is head of the Equality and Citizens’ Rights Department 
at the European Union Agency for Fundamental Rights (FRA). He started working 
for the Agency in 2003 (when it was still the EUMC) and since then has been 
responsible for many of its major reports. His areas of expertise include issues of 
racism and xenophobia, anti-Semitism, equality and non-discrimination as well 
as the right of the child. Since the mid-1980s he worked in academic institutions 
where he lectured and conducted quantitative and qualitative social research 
on different issues, for example discrimination and integration of the Roma 
community and issues of ethnic identity. During the 1990s he worked in local and 
regional government developing and implementing IT GIS tools for administrative 
data collection. Later he coordinated national and transnational research 
projects. He studied sociology at Manchester and Essex University, UK.

LEONIDAS DONSKIS

Member of the European Parliament
Alliance of Liberals and Democrats for Europe (ALDE)
www.donskis.lt ; www.europarl.europa.eu 

Leonidas Donskis is a Member of the European Parliament, belonging to the 
Alliance of Liberals and Democrats for Europe (ALDE) group. He is a member 
of the EP Subcommittee on Human Rights and also Coordinator for this 
subcommittee for ALDE, as well as a member of the Committee on Development. 
In 2012 he was appointed as EP Rapporteur for the Annual Report on Human 
Rights and Democracy in the World 2011 and the European Union’s policy on the 
matter. In the European Parliament, he is a vocal human rights defender through 
not only numerous EP resolutions, but also with personal work with human rights 
defenders and dissidents, particularly from the post-Soviet area, including Russia, 
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Belarus and Ukraine, but also from other countries such as China. As an academic 
he has written and edited over thirty books. He combines political theory, history 
of ideas, philosophy of culture, philosophy of literature, and an essayistic style. 
He acts as a visiting professor of politics at Vytautas Magnus University in Kaunas, 
Lithuania. He holds an Honorary Degree of Doctor of Letters from the University 
of Bradford, United Kingdom.

ANNE GASPARD

Executive Director of EqUINET -  European Network of Equality Bodies
http://www.equineteurope.org 

Anne Gaspard is the Executive Director of the Secretariat of EQUINET – European 
Network of Equality Bodies since her appointment as part of the establishment 
of Equinet Secretariat in 2008. She has been active and involved in the field of 
equality and non-discrimination at a European level in the past decade preceding 
this appointment ever since her graduation in European studies and political 
science from University College London and Berlin Humboldt University. Starting 
with the campaign of the European Year against Racism in 1997 for the European 
Parliament and a subsequent stage experience within the European Commission 
against Racism and Intolerance (ECRI) at the Council of Europe, she then joined 
and managed the UK-based secretariat of the European Monitoring Centre on 
Racism and Xenophobia (EUMC) to support its Chair from 1998 to 2000. In recent 
years, she has been responsible for the implementation of various European 
antidiscrimination and equality projects for a European diversity management 
consultancy leading the European office of Focus Consultancy in Brussels, until 
taking up the position of executive director of Equinet secretariat in February 
2008. Originally from France, she has also lived for many years in the UK, 
Germany and Belgium, and speaks French, English, German and Dutch. 

ULrike LUnacek

MEP, Vice-President of the Greens/EfA and Co-President of the EP`s LGBT 
intergroup
www.europarl.europa.eu  

Ulrike Lunacek is a Member of the European Parliament for Austria. She was 
a member of the Austrian Parliament and spokesperson on spokeswoman 
on foreign and development policy and equality for Lesbians, Gays and 
Transgender Persons from 1999 to 2009. She co-chaired the European Green 
Party from 2006 to 2009. She is currently Vice Chair of the Group of the Greens/
European Free Alliance within the European Parliament and Co-chair of the 
Intergroup on LGBT rights.
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STUarT MiLk

 Global Human Rights/LGBT Civil Rights Speaker and Advocate
www.milkfoundation.org

Stuart Milk is an international human rights activist, LGBT rights speaker, 
government relations consultant, and youth advocate. He is the co-founder and 
Board President of the all volunteer Harvey Milk Foundation. As the nephew 
of Harvey Milk, the iconic civil rights leader, Stuart Milk has taken his uncle’s 
message of authenticity, example of courage and the power of collaboration 
onto the global stage supporting local, regional and national human rights 
struggles and emerging LGBT communities on five continents. Stuart Milk 
successfully led campaigns for the establishment of the now annual Harvey Milk 
Day holiday in California and Milk’s induction into the California Hall of Fame 
and he accepted on behalf of his uncle the highest civilian honor in the US, the 
Medal of Freedom, from President Barack Obama. Stuart Milk continues to lead 
efforts to have the legacy of Harvey Milk taught in public schools, memorialized 
on buildings, LGBT Centers, monuments and parks. He has worked with and 
alongside local and national LGBT organizations on six continents in both 
official matters with legislative and governmental entities as well as in capacity 
building events and demonstrations.  He has been an official delegate abroad 
on Human Rights issues and often serves as a representative and liaison for 
formal and informal dialogue with foreign policy leaders.  He frequently gives 
major keynote addresses at political conferences and conventions, international 
congresses, LGBT pride events, public demonstrations and parades, film and 
educational festivals, equality summits, and NGO and non-profit capacity 
building fundraising events.

NILS MUIžNIEKS

Council of Europe Commissioner for Human Rights
http://www.coe.int/t/commissioner 

Nils Muižnieks is a human rights activist and political scientist. Since 1 April 
2012 he serves as Council of Europe Commissioner for Human Rights. Prior 
to his appointment as Commissioner for Human Rights, he held prominent 
posts such as Programme Director at the Soros Foundation-Latvia, Director 
of the Advanced Social and Political Research Institute at the Faculty of Social 
Sciences of the University of Latvia in Riga (2005–2012); Chairman of the 
European Commission against Racism and Intolerance (2010–2012); Latvian 
minister responsible for social integration, anti-discrimination, minority rights, 
and civil society development (2002–2004); and Director of the Latvian Centre 
for Human Rights and Ethnic Studies - now Latvian Centre for Human Rights 
(1994–2002). He holds a Ph.D. in political science at the University of California 
at Berkeley.
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BIRGITTA OHLSSON

Minister for European Affairs, Minister responsible for consumer and 
democracy issues, Sweden
www.sweden.gov.se;  www.government.se/sb/d/12720  

Between 2002 and 2010, Birgitta Ohlsson was a Member of the Riksdag (the 
Swedish Parliament) and a member of the Board of the Swedish International 
Development Cooperation Agency (Sida). From 2007 to 2010, she was the Chair of 
the Federation of Liberal Women. In 2007, she became a member of the National 
Board of the Liberal Party. She was Deputy chair of the Sweden-Israel Society, 
in Stockholm from 2003 to 2005. Between 2001 and 2010, she was a member of 
the Board of the Swedish International Liberal Centre (SILC). In 1998, she was the 
Vice Chair of Young European Federalists in Sweden. From 1996 to 1998, she was 
the Chair of the Association of Liberal Students, in Stockholm. She was named as 
Sweden’s new EU minister in February 2010.

MARIJA AUšRINė PAVILIONIENė

Member of the Lithuanian Parliament 
http://www3.lrs.lt  

Marija Aušrinė Pavilionienė is a philologist, professor, human rights activist, 
feminist writer and politician. She previously worked as a lecturer at Vilnius 
University from 1967 to 1978. From 1994 to 2001 she was the director of Gender 
Studies Centre at Vilnius University. She was the head of the Department of World 
Literature at Vilnius University from 1995 to 2001. From 1999 to 2002 she was the 
managing editor and compiler of journal Feminism, Society, Culture, a publication 
of Vilnius University. From 2001 up to 2004 she worked as a professor at the 
Department of World Literature at Vilnius University. She has been a member of 
Seimas from 2004 to 2008 as a member of Liberal Democratic Party of Lithuania 
and since 2009 as a member of Social Democratic Party of Lithuania. She is one 
of the most well-known LGBT rights activists in Lithuania, the chairman of Ad 
Hoc Group of Seimas Members for Equality. She is also a prominent feminist 
thinker and occasionally publishes articles about gender issues. She has a PhD in 
Humanities from Taras Shevchenko National University of Kyiv. 

INGRID PELSSERS 

Head of the Emancipation Affairs Unit of the flemish Government
www.bestuurszaken.be/emancipatiezaken  

Ingrid Pelssers is the Head of the Emancipation Affairs unit of the Flemish 
Government. She was a Government aide of the Cabinet minister (federal 
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government) from 1998 to 1999. From 2000 up to 2005 she was appointed 
as an attaché at the Flemish Government. She was a member of the Board 
of Directors at the Women’s Council from 2009 up to April 2013. She is 
currently the Vice President and a member of the Board of Directors at 
Daarkom since January 2012, and a member of the Board of Directors at 
PAG-ASA since 2009. She was appointed to her current position as the Head 
of the Emancipation Affairs unit of the Flemish Government in March 2005. 
She holds two Master’s degrees in political sciences and public management 
from Katholieke Universiteit Leuven and Anwerp Management School 
(AMS.). 

MARCO PEROLINI

Researcher on Discrimination at Amnesty International
www.amnesty.org 

Marco Perolini is a Researcher on Discrimination issues in Europe at Amnesty 
International since January 2011. He has been focusing on LGBTI rights, namely 
on homophobic and transphobic hate crimes, freedom of expression and freedom 
of assembly, as well as on legal gender recognition for trans people. Previously, 
he has worked on human rights in different NGOs, including the European Youth 
Forum and the International Campaign for Tibet. 

BJöRN VAN ROOZENDAAL

Programmes Director of ILGA-Europe
www.ilga-europe.org 

Björn van Roozendaal is responsible for overall management the Programmes 
Service Area and its team at ILGA-Europe. He is overseeing ILGA-Europe’s 
strategy on building capacities of the LGBT movements throughout Europe. 
His tasks include development and overseeing implementation of the capacity 
building projects, management of the Human Rights Violations Documentation 
Fund, fundraising, organisation of ILGA-Europe’s Annual Conference, advocacy 
on EU’s foreign and development policies. Before joining ILGA-Europe, he worked 
with COC Netherlands, first as Project Consultant and later as International 
Advocacy Officer. Activist work for Björn van Roozendaal started with the Dutch 
LGBT youth magazine ‘Expreszo’ and later he was a board member with IGLYO, 
and advised the preceding board afterwards. Currently he is a board member 
of the Planet Romeo Foundation. He holds a degree in Communications from 
the Inholland University in Rotterdam, the Netherlands. When leaving COC 
Netherlands in 2012, his work was recognised with an organisational award. His 
work previously has been recognised by his election of ‘Dutch European young 
person of the year’, in 2007.   
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JOLANTA SAMUOLyTE

Human Rights Lawyer, Lecturer at Mykolas Romeris University
www.mruni.eu 

Jolanta Samuolyte is a human rights lawyer, lecturing at Mykolas Romeris 
University, Institute International and European Union Law on subjects of 
International and EU Human Rights Law.  In cooperation with human rights 
NGOs and activists, she conducts strategic litigation and contributes to the 
development pro bono practice in Lithuania. She serves as Lithuanian Information 
Point on Admissibility and is a distance learning national tutor within the Council 
of Europe HELP Program “Enhancing the capacity of lawyers to comply with 
the admissibility criteria in applications submitted to the European Court of 
Human Rights”.  She is a member of HELP program Consultative Board and a 
member of ECOSOL international experts’ network. Previously she worked as a 
Legal Director at the Human Rights Monitoring Institute, project coordinator at 
INTERIGHTS, the International Center for the Legal Protection of Human Rights 
in London, and human rights lawyer at the Civil Defence Fund. She is Alumni of 
Hubert H. Humphrey and Open Society Foundations Justice Initiative (former OSI 
COLPI) fellowships. She holds L.L.M. from the Central European University.

MARI-LIIS SEPPER

Gender Equality and Equal Treatment Commissioner, Estonia
www.svv.ee 

Mari-Liis Sepper is the Gender Equality and Equal Treatment Commissioner in 
Estonia. She holds a MA in law from the University of Montpellier, France. She 
previously worked as a legal adviser at the Gender Equality Department in the 
Ministry of Social Affairs, as a lawyer-linguist at the European Court of Justice, and 
as an adviser at the Commissioner’s office. She has taught human rights courses 
at the University of Tartu and is an author and editor of a number of publications 
on gender equality, including the commented edition of the Estonian Gender 
Equality Act. She has served as an Estonian Gender Equality and Equal Treatment 
Commissioner since October 2010.

PASCAL SMET
 
flemish Minister for Education, youth, Equal Opportunities and Brussels 
Affairs
http://www.pascalsmet.be 

Pascal Smet is a politician, member of the Socialist Party - Differently and 
Flemish Minister of Education, Youth, Equal Opportunities and Brussels Affairs 
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since 2009. He served as Belgium’s Commissioner General for refugees 
and stateless people (2001–2003). In 2003 he became state secretary in the 
government of the Brussels Capital Region with the competences of Mobility, 
the Civil Service, Fire Department, Urgent Medical Assistance and chairman 
of the Flemish community commission with the competences of Culture, 
Sport, the Civil Service and Media. From 2004 to 2009 he was minister in the 
government of the Brussels Capital Region. He dealt with mobility and public 
works in the Brussels capital region. He was also responsible for culture, sport 
and youth for the Flemish community in Brussels. 13 July 2009 he became 
then a member of the Flemish Government as Flemish Minister for Education, 
Youth, Equal Opportunities and Brussels Affairs.
 

HeLen TaLaLaeV

President of the Estonian LGBT Association
www.egn.ee 

Helen Talalaev is the president of the Estonian LGBT Association, a non-profit 
organization for LGBT (lesbian, gay, bi, trans) people. She has been actively 
working in the field of LGBT issues for years and her main focuses are on 
advocacy, cooperation with straight allies and education programmes with 
schools and youth centres. She is also responsible for the administration 
of OMA, the LGBT information centre which was opened in Tallinn in 2011. 
She holds a Master’s degree in Gender Studies from the Central European 
University.  

LEIf ARNE ULLAND

Ambassador of Norway to Lithuania
http://www.norvegija.lt 

Leif Arne Ulland is Norway’s Ambassador to Lithuania. Previously he served as 
Norway’s Ambassador to Romania and the Republic of Moldova in 2003-2007. 
He also served as Deputy Permanent Representative of Norway to NATO and 
to the Council of Europe. He had an honorary position as a chairman of the 
Norwegian Council on Security and Disarmament Affairs between 1997 and 
2002. He was appointed to his current position as the Ambassador of Norway 
to Lithuania in February 2, 2011. He has a Cand. Phil. Degree with studies in 
Political Science from the University of Oslo. 
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KASPARS ZALITIS

Board Member of LGBT and their friends alliance MOZAIKA, Latvia
www.mozaika.lv 
 
Kaspars Zalitis is a human rights activist and a board member of LGBT and their 
friends alliance Mozaika, the only functioning LGBT rights organization in Latvia. 
He is professionally working in the field of public and international relations. 
He has rich experience from working in the public sector and international 
organizations. He has over 10 years of experience working the field of human 
rights. He is part of MOZAIKA since its founding days, and in 2009 he became 
member of the board. His working areas are cooperation with the world’s 
largest human rights organization Amnesty International, cooperation with 
governmental institutions, and human rights education for the public. His is most 
proud of the youth group and website Skapis, which he initiated. He is also board 
member at the Resource center for wome.


