
National LGBT rights organization LGL

The National LGBT rights organization LGL is a national nonprofit, 
nongovernmental organization uniting homosexual, bisexual and 
transgender persons and it is a member of the International Lesbian 
and Gay Association (ILGA) since 1994.

Our vision: 
a respectful, open, and inclusive Lithuanian society that is free of 
discriminatory homophobic, bi-phobic and transphobic attitudes.

Our mission: 
LGL is an advocacy organization dedicated to fighting homophobia 
and discrimination based on sexual orientation and gender identity. 
Through education, support, and representation of the LGBT com-
munity, LGL promotes an inclusive social environment for gay men, 
lesbian women, bisexual and transgender persons.

LGL was the main organiser of Baltic Pride 2010 and 2013, the gay 
pride events held in Lithuania.

For more information, please visit our webpage: www.lgl.lt

Projects supported by EEA and Norway Grants

Towards Practical Implementation of LGBT* 
Rights in Lithuania

Since 1 January 2014, LGL is implementing the project “Towards Prac-
tical Implementation of LGBT* Rights in Lithuania”. The main  pur-
pose of the project is to mainstream LGBT* equality into Lithuanian 
political discourse by addressing the practical challenges faced by 
the local LGBT* community on a daily basis.

The objective of the project is to achieve a more comprehensive so-
cial integration of the local LGBT* community by taking into account 
its specific needs.

The strengthening of the cooperation and dis-
semination of good practices between LGL and 
Amnesty International during the “EuroPride 
2014 Oslo” human rights program

The main purpose of the proposed initiative is to increase the coop-
eration between LGL and Amnesty International in the field of advo-
cating for human rights.

The goals of the proposed initiative are as follows: 
•	 dissemination of good practices between LGL and Amnesty In-

ternational Norway; 
•	 promotion of bilateral relations between Lithuania and donor 

countries; 
•	 sharing and spreading information about partners and their ac-

tivities in the respective countries.

The projects benefit from the grants from Iceland, Liechtenstein and 
Norway through the EEA Grants and Norway Grants.

Activities during  Oslo EuroPride 2014

In the framework of the above mentioned projects, LGL representa-
tives, together with members of other human rights organizations, 
will participate in various events in the course of EuroPride 2014. 
Short presentations on life under anti-homosexuality laws will be 
given, followed by a moderated question and answers-session. Also, 
a moderated discussion between Eastern European activists and se-
lected experts will be held. In addition, representatives of NGO’s will 
participate in a two–day course aimed at building skills, network-
ing and cooperation on common issues. Meetings between selected 
organisations, institutions and individuals will also be organized. Fi-
nally, a two-day conference on improving cooperation between civil 
society and the public sector in providing quality services for LGBT 
people will be held.

LGL wants to express its gratitude to Amnesty International Norway, 
The Norwegian Helsinki Committee, The Norwegian LGBT Organ-
isation LLH, Gaysir and Social democratic LGBT-network Norway for 
the given opportunity to participate in the above mentioned activi-
ties.

Censorship of LGBT related information

The edited version of the Law on the Protection of Minors Against 
the Detrimental Effect of Public Information states that public in-
formation “which expresses contempt for family values, encourages 
the concept of entry into a marriage and creation of a family other 
than stipulated in the Constitution of the Republic of Lithuania and 
the Civil Code of the Republic of Lithuania” is considered to have a 
detrimental effect on minors.

The law has already been used twice to censor information related to 
LGBT topics. In September 2013, the Lithuanian Office of the Inspec-
tor of Journalism Ethics found that one of the two promotional videos 
of the Baltic Pride may have been harmful to minors and should have 
been aired late at night only. In particular, the experts took note of 
one of the people in the video wearing a T-shirt with a slogan “For 
Family Diversity”. The second time occurred in May 2014 when the 
same experts concluded that a book with two fairy tales that pro-
mote tolerance for same-sex couples is harmful to minors and should 
be marked by the index “N-14”.
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LGBT rights in Lithuania

The results of the EU LGBT Survey, published by the EU Fundamen-
tal Rights Agency (FRA), indicate that 61% of the Lithuanian LGBT* 
community suffer from discrimination or harassment. According to 
the survey, it is the highest ratio of hostility towards the local LGBT* 
community among 28 EU Member States.

The survey also showed that 27% of Lithuanian respondents had felt 
discriminated in the 12 months previous to the survey when looking 
for a job and/or at work because of their being LGBT*. The result is 
one of the highest in the EU as well – it is more worrisome only 
in Cyprus (30%). In this category Lithuania significantly exceeds the 
EU average of 20%. According to the survey, LGBT* individuals suf-
fer from discrimination in other areas of life as well, i.e. provision of 
goods and services, education, healthcare and social security. In Lith-
uania 42% of respondents had felt discriminated in the 12 months 
previous to the survey in areas other than employment because of 
being their LGBT*.

Anti-LGBT agenda in Lithuanian Parliament

Currently, same sex couples in Lithuania do not have a right to marry 
or adopt. There’s also no institute of civil partnership. 

Despite this fact, more restrictions of LGBT* rights are being con-
sidered in the Lithuanian Parliament. If adopted, they would place a 
total ban on gender reassignment surgeries, restrict the freedom 
of expression and assembly, allow hate speech, and explicitly deny 
family status and adoption rights.


