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Dear participant of the Baltic Pride 2016 March of Equality,

The National LGBT* rights organization LGL is happy to inform you that the March for Equality will take place on Gediminas Avenue on June 18th, 2016 (Saturday) between 12 PM and 2.30 PM. As the main organizer of the event, we are committed to ensuring the safety of the participants and the good atmosphere in the course of the march itself. Therefore we are providing you with the following information with regards to the logistics of the Baltic Pride 2016 March for Equality.

	Baltic Pride 2016 March for Equality is a celebration of tolerance, diversity and inclusiveness in the Lithuanian society. It is not a “gay parade”. It is rather a political manifestation by lesbian, gay, bisexual, transgender and open-minded individuals, who are not willing to put up with surrounding ignorance, bigotry and homo-, bi- and transphobia. Your participation is crucial in taking one more important step towards equality and diversity in the Lithuanian society.


Arrival

· The entrance to the territory of the march will be completely free, i.e. no prior registration (except group registration) or entry through specific entrance points will be required. The participants are invited to arrive to Lukiškių Square between 12 AM and 1 PM. Please check out the Google Maps scheme here. 

N.B.! It will be possible to join the March only between 12 AM and 1 PM. There will be NO POSSIBILITY to join it afterwards, so please arrive in time. This is crucial for our safety!

· The police officers will be performing security checks of ALL INDIVIDUALS (i.e. including the participants and spectators), who happen to be in the surrounding area of the march. Please, BE AS COOPERATIVE as possible. You might be required to open your bags, to answer certain questions or to go through the body search. The police will be using the least intrusive measures, but it is crucial for ensuring our safety.

· DO NOT BRING WITH YOU: sharp items, explosives, weapons, alcohol (individuals, carrying these objects, will be immediately removed from the surrounding area).

· DO BRING WITH YOU: water, rainbow items, banners (no wooden or metal sticks), desired props, open-mindedness and a good mood.

Please do not wear or bring offensive outfits/banners/props to the March. You might be required to provide your items for inspection in order to find out whether they comply with the legal requirements. Certain items might be rejected from being displayed in the course of the March.

Marching

· At the initial gathering point you will be greeted by LGL volunteers, who will direct you towards the desired/planned marching spot.

You are allowed to enter all establishments on Gediminas Avenue (e.g. cafes, bars, “Maxima”, etc.) after entering through the entry points. However, you might have to answer additional questions by the police officers after leaving these establishments. 

· LGL volunteers will be distributing selected props (e.g. whistles, rattles, balloons, etc.) from the LGL bus. Please be kind – there will be enough for everybody to make a proper noise!  

· Please form lines of 5 people each, keeping at least one meter between the lines. LGL volunteers and security coordinators will assist you with this task, but please take their instructions seriously.

· If your line happens to be directly in front of or behind the bus in the march, please make sure that there is at least a two meter distance between the line and the bus.

The march is expected to start at 1 PM AFTER the announcement by the organizers. The length of the route will be approx. 2.2 kilometers and we expect that it will take app. 1.5 hours for us to reach the final destination at Bernardine Garden. 

· Please strictly follow the instructions of the organizers, volunteers and security coordinators.

· In the course of the march  DO NOT: pay attention to the protestors no matter what they do, do not communicate with them; panic; argue with the police, organizers or security coordinators; display rude language, comments or gestures; go shirtless; drink alcohol.

· In the course of the march DO: follow the instructions of the police, organizers and security coordinators; be cheerful; take care of your friend; treat police staff with respect; inform organizers or security coordinators about any suspicious actions; enjoy the moment.

Rally

· The final destination of the march is at Bernardine Gardens. There will be some speeches, greetings, music and informational activities taking place at the gathering point. It is the MOMENT to celebrate our accomplishment of the Baltic Pride 2016 March for Equality. 

· In the Bernardine gardens it is strictly forbidden: to use alcohol, drugs or smoke; waste; step on the grass.

In case any additional safety measure will have to be applied due to unexpected circumstances, the police, organizers and security coordinators will provide you with comprehensive instructions on how to evacuate. PLEASE STRICTLY FOLLOW THE INSTRUCTIONS!

On behalf of the Baltic Pride 2016 organizers, we wholeheartedly thank you for your awareness and involvement!   
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CONTACT DETAILS 

	Name of the Group
	

	Theme
	

	Slogans
	

	Number of Participants
	

	Name, Surname of a Representative of a Group
	

	Mobile telephone
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	Town
	

	Country
	




REGISTERING

Please register for the Baltic Pride 2016 March of Equality in one of the following ways:

-Email this form to rasa@gay.lt

-Send it by post to Baltic Pride Vilnius 2016, Pylimo str. 21, LT-01141, Vilnius, Lithuania

	Date: 


	Signature: 


